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 OVERVIEW             

Depicting the life and witness of the church. 

   
            
 

14th February     St Valentines 
Day + Ash Wednesday. 

10th March Mother’s Day 

 

29th March Good Friday

 
 10.30am       
 Good Friday 
Service led by 
a Methodist 
Minister 

10.30am              
Easter Day 
Communion Service 
led by Rev Garry 
Wareham 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

"Serve one another humbly in love."  

(Galatians 5:13 NIV)  

 

 

I wonder if you got a new diary or a calendar for the start of 
2024.     Before hanging the calendar in the kitchen, Jane goes through 
the important task of transferring dates such as anniversary’s, 
birthdays.      Call me an old romantic (Jane and I have only been 
married since 2017) but I note when Valentine’s Day is – I know it is 
the 14th of February but what day of the week is it and will we be able 
to do something special. 

The joy of a calendar or diary is that key dates are generally included for example: dates of Bank 
Holidays, Remembrance Sunday, Christmas, and Easter.  (Does it ever bother you that whilst 
Christmas is a fixed date that Easter is a moveable feast?  This year, Easter Sunday will be on the 
31st of March.)    Key dates matter because they influence other planned, regular, recurring things 
like communion being on the first Sunday of the month, Elders Meetings on the first Tuesday of 
each month, so on and so forth.      My next calendar task is to work out when Lent is. 

I know that as non-conformists we tend not to be religious about Lent but personally and as a Church 
Leader, I find it helpful to use this important season in discipleship.      Jane would tell you I really 
want to know when Shrove Tuesday is because I am partial to a pancake or five.       I tell her that 
pancakes are not just for Shrove Tuesday!     Of course, Lent, whilst not in the Bible, is when we 
remember Jesus going into the wilderness where he fasted for 40 days.   Traditionally, Christians 
have given up sweet things and tasty treats made from butter, eggs, sugar, and fat, and making 
pancakes was a way of using up these things before the season of fasting.     Some Catholics call 
it Fat Tuesday and this year, is on February 13 th meaning that Ash Wednesday – the start of Lent 
and fasting – coincides with Valentine’s Day! 

As I ruminated the irony that a day associated with grandiose gestures clashed with the beginning 
of Lenten sacrifice it dawned on me that love was the unifying factor; Valentine's Day, a celebration 
of human love, coinciding with Ash Wednesday, a reminder of God’s eternal and unconditional 
love.   "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son..."       We might like the idea 
of ‘giving up’ (fasting) for Lent and that might be right for you provided you remember the caveat of 
Matthew 6:16-18.     But it occurred to me that whilst we exchange tokens of affection, we can also 
meditate on the ultimate expression of love — God sacrificing His Son for us.    Lent provides us 
with a unique opportunity to transform our love for God into tangible actions.     Let acts of kindness, 
compassion, and generosity be our offerings.  We can extend kindness to neighbours, engage in 
community service, and foster reconciliation in relationships. Through our actions, others may 
witness the love of Christ and realise how lacking the superficial love that the world offers is. 

This Ash Wednesday and Valentine's Day, may we find joy in the harmony of divine and human 
love. Then let our Lenten journey be marked by a sincere desire to draw closer to God and share 
His boundless love with those around us. 

In His Love, 

Garry 

 
 

 
 
 



FROM THE SECRETARY 
At the start of a New Year, we tend to look back over the previous twelve months and look forward to 
seeing what we might change and how we might develop. We look back over the past twelve months 
in the Annual Reports and Accounts and these will be available in church before the AGM and Church 
Meeting in April. In her Annual Report on behalf of the Tea & Chat group Simone has noted that only 
one of the four care homes which originally supported our meetings attended in 2023. She wonders 
what we can do and how we can make such meetings worthwhile but also reduce the work which they 
bring. If you have ideas about what you might like to see, please speak to Simone.  
 
The start of the year is also the time which brings the Elders’ election. With Stephanie Smith stating 
that after 29 years she will step down this year, the Eldership will be reduced from eight to four 
persons including Maurice as Treasurer and myself as Secretary. As church members we are all 
called to develop our faith and through prayer, worship and learning to grow in faith. Our congregation 
continues to welcome visitors to worship, and a number of these visitors are now regular attenders. 
The Elders together with the minister form the church leadership team and are responsible for the 
spiritual oversight of the congregation. As our congregation grows, we need people to join the Elders 
to keep abreast of our changing world. At an event recently one minister pointed out that the church 
has never faced the situation we are in today: we have never had to recover from a pandemic, in times 
of high inflation. This is new territory for everyone and should be seen as an opportunity for the church 
to meet the needs of the community as never before. It offers new and different challenges to the 
church but to achieve such challenges we need people to strengthen the Eldership.   
 
Elders should be persons of integrity, with a commitment to prayer, an ability to keep confidential 
information confidential, good listening skills and a willingness to support others. However, the 
Elders work together as a team and not every Elder is expected to handle every aspect of the work. It 
is always acknowledged that we are human beings and different people have different skills and 
abilities. Synod offer training days on various topics over the year including events for Elders. 
Listening to conversations at the training days it is clear that many people came to the Eldership as a 
result of someone in the congregation recognising their abilities and suggesting that they consider 
serving in this way. Accepting the role of Elder is only the first step and the start of growing into the 
role. It is demonstrating a commitment to work for the church and support each other whether that be 
through physical or prayerful work. Elders are not there just to open up, take people to appointments 
and make tea. The role is one of spiritual leadership. At Over we have for many years had a reputation 
of being a very caring church, offering much pastoral support and practical help. However, the Elders 
with so few people can no longer be expected to offer the practical help they once did. The 
congregation has for some time carried out such tasks. But we also need people to step up to the 
Eldership and participate in church leadership.  
 
I have left some booklets about serving as an Elder in church. Please prayerfully consider whether 
God might be calling you to serve in this way or whether He is directing you to suggest someone else 
who might serve. Nomination forms are available in church.  
 
There are also booklets about church membership. If you are a regular 
worshipper but have never taken the step of becoming a member, please take 
a booklet and pray about it. It might be that God is calling you to become a 
member. Membership is open to anyone who wants to follow Jesus and is 
prepared to demonstrate a commitment to the local church. This commitment 
normally takes the form of attending worship and church meetings, 
contributing to church life which may be financially but could be by 
committing time to church work, and taking part in the various activities.  
Ros Ellison  
 



Palestine and the Palestinians 
My apologies for 2 mistakes that I made re 
history of Palestine. The American author Mark 
Twain (real name Samuel Langhorne Clemens) 
spoke of the desolation across the Palestinian 
territory in a visit in the 1860’s not the 1830’s – 
and Jewish settlers in the late 19 th C 
established manufacturing hubs around. 
Jerusalem and Hebron. I said Tel Aviv – which 
did become a manufacturing hub – but not until 
after it was established by Jewish settlers after 
1909. 
Palestinians 
Many of the world’s media suggests that the 
Palestinian nation is an ancient people whose 
rights and properties have been taken from 
them by Israel. I reported that the Kingdoms of 
Judah and Israel were renamed “Palestine” by 
the Romans in AD71 and that over the next 
1900 years Palestine was never a sovereign 
state or self-governing nation. There have 
been no historical Palestinian kings or rulers – 
there have been no Palestinian heroes, no 
battles, no political parties, no artists, 
musicians, authors. The territory of Palestine – 
was used as a highway – a through route - from 
Syria, Lebanon, Libya, Iran, Iraq etc to Egypt. 
Nomadic Arab traders criss-crossed the 
area but rarely settled there – not least because 
large swaths of land were uninhabitable. 
The name “Palestinian” was first moted in 
1917.  General Allenby coined the name to 
describe Jews, Arabs and others living in the 
British Mandate of Palestine at that time. In 
fact, until the State of Israel came into being in 
1948 and Jews became “Israelis”, most people. 
identified “Palestinians” as the Jews living in 
the territory! 
 
In the 1931 Jerusalem census – amongst the 
people living in and around Jerusalem were 
759,717 Muslims; 174,610 Jews; 91,398 
Christians and a total of 10,000 Druze’s, 
Bahais, Samaritans and people who identified. 
as non-religious. The Muslim population 
included Arabs from Syria, Lebanon, Yemen, 
Libya, Saudi, Iraq etc. The smallest Muslim 
group - identified for the first time as 
“Palestinian Arab.” 
 

On May 14 th1948 – Israel became a Jewish 
State and 5 Arab nations: Lebanon, Syria, 
Iraq, Egypt and Saudi went to war against 
Israel. 
On a trip to Israel in 1995, our Arab Israeli 
coach driver Yousif, told us that the Arab 
nations threatened all the Arabs living in Israel 
– that if they stayed – the victorious Arab armies 
would treat them as Jews and annihilate them! 
The Israeli government told their Arab residents 
that if they stayed in Israel (not fight for Israel) 
they would enjoy joint citizenship with Jews. 
in the newly created Israeli State. Yousif’s 
family stayed, and he and his family did 
become Israeli citizens. 
Palestinian Arabs who fled – wanted to come 
back – but Israel wouldn’t let them return. 
In 1980 released archive reports from the 
period do show that 750,000 Arab 
“Palestinians” became refugees – there are no 
figures on how many left voluntarily because of 
the threat by their Arab neighbours - but 
certainly the Israeli Defence Force (IDF) did 
also forcibly move Arab settlers from border 
towns, and some Arab communities felt 
threatened by their Jewish neighbours 
prompting them to leave. 
Jordan had control over East Jerusalem 
between 1948 and 1967 when Israel staved off 
another attack by its Arab neighbours. The 
Jordanian government didn’t make any move to 
create a Palestinian Arab state during their 19-
year tenure of East Jerusalem. What isn’t as 
well-known is that between 1948 and the early 
1970’s, over 900,000 Jews were expelled. 
from Arab Middle East countries. 
In Damascus there had been a Jewish 
presence for more than 2,000 years. The Jews 
had to leave their homes, their businesses, and 
their wealth behind. 
By 2009 only 26,000 Jews in total were living in 
Arab Middle eastern states and by 2019 that 
number fell to 12,700. Meanwhile in 2022, 
1.7m ethnic Arabs (18.1% of the population) 
were citizens of Israel. 
So, who are the Palestinians? 
They certainly are not an ancient race of 
people. 
There is no recorded Palestinian history. 
It was only in the 1931 Jerusalem census that a  
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minority Muslim group settled in the area at that 
time, identified themselves as Palestinian Arabs. 

 
When the UN proposed a two-state plan in 1948 – it 
was a proposal for a Jewish and Arab state – no 
mention of Palestinians. 
The situation is further muddied because of the 
number of people who identify as “Palestinians” now, 
who weren’t born or raised anywhere within the 
territory of Palestine – including Transjordan! 
Yasir Arafat – head of the PLO - was an Egyptian; the 
Queen of Jordan identifies as a Palestinian but was 
born and raised in Kuwait. It seems that anybody can 
claim to be a Palestinian! 
King Abdullah I of Jordan (1921 – 1951) said in a 
speech circa 1948 “Palestinians are Jordanians and 
Jordanians are Palestinians” – not surprising since 72% 
of the Palestine territory was ceded to Jordan in 1922. 
Of the 5.3m Palestinians identified today – how many 
can prove that their grandparents, great-grandparents  
or even great-great- grandparents were born within 
the boundaries of the State of Israel? 
The US defence Secretary is currently trying to put 
together yet another 2-state proposal, but the 
Palestinian leadership have already refused to accept 
3 proposals – the last one as recently as 2008. 
Below – map showing the Bill Clinton plan for a 
Palestinian self-governing state in 2000. 
Israeli PM Barak offered the Palestinians all of Gaza 
and most of the West Bank, no Israeli control over the 
border with Jordan or the adjacent Jordan Valley, a 
small Israeli annexation around three settlement blocs 
balanced by an equivalent area of Israeli territory that 
would have been ceded to the Palestinians.   
The Plan was turned down by Yasir Arafat. 

 
Arafat returned home and immediately launched a 
new terror campaign against Israeli civilians (the 
Second Intifada). 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In 2008, after extensive talks, the then Israeli Prime 
Minister Ehud Olmert, met with Palestinian President 
Mahmoud Abbas and presented a comprehensive 
peace plan. Olmert’s plan would have annexed the 
major Israeli settlements to Israel and in return given 
equivalent Israeli territory to the Palestinians and 
would have divided Jerusalem. 
The Palestinian president walked away from the 
negotiations. 

 
As for Palestinian frustration, they may indeed be 
frustrated with more than 18 years of on-again, off-
again negotiations, but the question is with whom 
should they be frustrated – Israel, or their own 
leaders?  

Why do the Palestinians refuse a negotiated peace? 
Because a negotiated peace means the end of the 
conflict, or at least promising to end the conflict 
and accept Israel. But the Palestinian leadership wants 
a state so that they can continue the conflict from a 
stronger position. In particular, the Palestinian 
leadership want a state, and they want to keep 
pressing in every way for the “right of return” to 
Israel. Israel would not agree to that in negotiations, 
which is why Palestinians want a state without 
negotiations, and without having to make any 
compromises. 
https://www.camera.org/article/palestinians-
rejected-statehood-three-times-claim-frustration-
with-israel/ 

 
Bible scholars question whether the West Bank should 
be ceded to create part of a Palestinian State at all. 
The West Bank incorporates “the mountains of Israel” 
and includes the ancient Jewish towns of Hebron, 
Jericho and Bethlehem. 
In accordance with the prophesy in Ezekiel 37:21-22 

 

 



 
…I will take the Israelites out of the nations where they have gone. I will gather them from all around and 
bring them back into their own land. I will make them one nation in the land, on the mountains of Israel.  
 
Personally, I’ve never understood why Jordan has not ever been pressured to establish a Palestinian State 
somewhere in the 72% of the territory of Palestine that was ceded to them in 1922.  
SB 
 
 
 

Beauty and the Beast                                                            
Wed 31st January to Saturday 3rd Febuary.                       
The United Reformed Church, Over, Winsford                                                       

CW7 1JE, Winsford.  In the Church Hall 

Wed, Thurs, Fri – Starts at 7.30pm                                                  

Sat- starts at 2.30pm 

Wed- All tickets £6                                                                                                                

Thurs, Fri, Sat – Adults £8 – Child/Concessions £6                                                    

Uniformed Organisation (with £1 tuck bag) £6                                                               

Family Ticket (family of 4, including 1 adult) - £24 

Raffle, Refreshments & Snack Shop 

Box Office 07984586981                                                     

To Book Tickets  -                                                  

overplayerspantotickets@gmail.com                                                                      

For General Enquiries  - overplayerspanto@gmail.com 

   Supporting The Salvation Army Dementia, Café 

Winsford. 

                                                                                             
 

 An email has been received from the 
daughter of John Hopkins (Rachel 
Hinchliffe). He was one of our out of area 
recipients of the Overview. Rachel has 
shared that John passed away on the 12th of 
September 2023. John was an Elder in our 
church, probably early 1970’s. We are not 
sure whether he moved and then trained for 
the ministry, or if he had started training 
before he left Over. Really nice gentleman, 
Welsh, with a lovely family, wife Joy and two 
girls. 

Mara would like to know if anyone 
has kept or can remember the Home 
Remedy for Arthritis that Mary Walker 
once put in an Overview . If you have, 
please could you let her have a copy 
of it. 

 Thank you.  
 

 



URC Daily Devotion from Tuesday 25th July 2023 (from the website) 
 
Romans 3: 21 – 31 
But now, irrespective of law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law 
and the prophets, the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there 
is no distinction, since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; they are now justified by his 
grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a sacrifice of 
atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his 
divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; it was to prove at the present 
time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. Then what 
becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by the law of faith.  For 
we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law.  Or is God the God of 
Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also, since God is one; and he will 
justify the circumcised on the ground of faith and the uncircumcised through that same faith.  Do we 
then overthrow the law by this faith? By no means! On the contrary, we uphold the law. 
Reflection 
The court room is silent, expectant.  You are standing accused in the dock, facing the bench, awaiting 
judgement.  You are guilty and you know it.  You have no defence, you are in the wrong, there are no 
mitigating circumstances, your behaviour has been inexcusable.  The judge has considered the case 
and looked at the evidence.  He is said to be just.  You wish he’d get on with it.  Then the words ring 
out – not guilty!  You’re stunned, you take a deep breath, step down from the dock and stumble out of 
the court.  You don’t understand.  The judge is aware that you are culpable, but he acquits you, sets 
you free?  This is ludicrous.  A judgment like this turns the law on its head.  But this is precisely the 
point that Paul is making.  God can and does act apart from the law.  In Jesus he reconciles all people 
to himself, sweeping away by sheer grace and goodness all that stands between a holy God and a 
sinful people.  Not a grim balancing of accounts but life, grace, self-giving, love.  So, we are set free 
from the guilt of sin to start a new life in God’s grace.  God acquits the guilty; we are set free. 
  
This love of God is totally unconditional.   It shows an abiding commitment to the liberation of all 
people. It is, quoting Martin Luther King, “the love that does justice.” That doesn’t give any easy 
answers to deep rooted economic or social problems, but it provides different motivations from 
which alternatives can grow.  If in our inner lives we cultivate loving-kindness and compassion, then 
we are making it possible for society to be radically transformed.  A renewed human dignity flows 
from the self-giving of Christ.  God’s justice transforms and reconciles.  We no longer have to live in a 
sin-ridden, death afflicted world.  We have a project for a better future.  God is creating a new heaven 
and a new earth, and, in the end, love prevails.  

Pictures from unsplash.com. Thank you to:-                                                                                                                                                 
Front page                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Pancakes - Joanna Kosinska                                                                                                                                                                           
Heart Sweets – Gabriella Clare Marino                                                                                                                                         
Daffodils – Chris Linnett                                                                                                                                                                                           
Woman with Baby- Jonathan Borba                                                                                                                                                             
St Patricks Day – Pascal Bernardon                                                                                                                                                   
Good Friday – Pisit Heng                                                                                                                                                                            
Easter  Sunday – Wesley Tingey                                                                                                                                                                      
Page 3 Woman praying –  Ben White                                                                                                                                                                           
Page 6 Home remedy - Priscilla Du Preez                                                                                                                                         
Back page – Nest with eggs -Bianca Ackerman Giancablah 

Thank you to:-                                                         
Garry for - Serve one another humbly in 
love."                                                                                       
Ros for – From the Secretary                  
Simone- Palestine and the Palestinians and 
Diary Dates and Rota                                       
Philip Kennerley who I think sent me the 
article above in case I needed to fill a space. 

 

 
 



Duty Rota and Diary dates February & March 2024  
Date  
2024 

Vestry Elder Welcomer/steward Preacher Media 
desk 

Preparation 

media 

  4 Feb 
2024  

Mrs Gwen Bushill Ms Moira McLachlan Rev Dr Jan Berry 

Service includes 
Communion 

Sally Simone 

11th   Mrs Lesley Clarke Mr Len Moss & Mrs 
Barbara Moss 

Mrs Simone Burrows  Maurice Simone/ 

Sally 

18th  Mrs Ros Ellison Mrs Jean Challinor Rev Garry Wareham  Simone Stephanie 

25th  Mr 
Maurice  Boughey 

Mrs Fiona 
Worthington 

Rev Michael Field  Simone Simone 

3rd 
March 

Mr Philip Burrows Mr Ian Tabernacle Rev David Hamblin 

Service includes 
Communion 

Sally Stephanie 

10th  Mrs Ros Ellison Ms Moira McLachlan Mothering Sunday 
service led by Rev 
David Spence 

Maurice Sally 

17th  Mrs Gwen Bushill Mr Ian Mason Mr Michael Ridley  Simone Stephanie 

24th  Mrs Lesley Clarke Mrs Pam Bird Palm Sunday service 
led by Mr Peter Drew 

Simone Simone 

29th  Mr Philip Burrows Mr Len Moss & Mrs 
Barbara Moss 

Good Friday service 
led by 

Methodist minister 

Maurice Sally 

31st  Mrs Simone 
Burrows 

Mr Ian Tabernacle Easter Day 
Communion service 
led by Rev Garry 
Wareham 

Sally Stephanie 

7th 
April 

Mrs Ros Ellison Mrs Fiona 
Worthington 

Rev Jennie Wakefield 

Service includes 
Communion 

Simone Simone 

 

Craft & Chat 3rd Tuesday in the month at 2pm                                                                                         
20th February & 19th March 2024. 

 

Tea & Chat – dates to be confirmed. 

 

Overview - April/May Last Sunday for articles – 24th March.         Published Sunday 31st March           
Overview - June/July    Last Sunday for articles – 26th May               Published Sunday 2nd June. 

 


