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      We are here to worship God as disciples of       
         Jesus;  to welcome, love and serve the       
             community, and to share our faith 
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24th December - No Christmas Eve Service 
25th December – 10.00 am.    Mr Nic Willis 
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“Everything changes and nothing 
remains still.” (Plato) 

Advent is upon us.   Let the traditions begin!    

As so often happens at this time of the year, 
preparations and plans are formed by reflecting 
on what we did last year.    I wonder what your 
favourite Christmas tradition is? 

Perhaps your tradition is around Christmas 
cards?     Are you the person that must have them 
in the post box on December the 1st so that 
everyone gets your card first?    Or perhaps you 
have your system of sending greetings?    I knew 
someone who kept a kind of ‘naughty and nice’ 
list – you were naughty if she had sent you a card, 
but you hadn’t reciprocated.     As a result, she 
only sent cards to those who had sent her a 
Christmas card the year before.       

Perhaps you have traditions around when the 
decorations are put up?      This was always an 
area of stress in our household in years gone past 
and I would be nagged to get up in the loft to get 
them out.   I would keep on putting it off because 
getting into the loft was awkward, but then the 
lounge had to be rearranged to accommodate the 
tree, and inevitably one job would always lead to 
many others.   Everyone held their breath to see 
if the lights worked, and when they didn’t there 
would be the mad scramble to find a shop that 
had replacement bulbs.    This was like trying to 
find a needle in the stable straw as the lights you 
had bought the last time they had failed, were 
cheap and no one carried spares.     And so, the 
cycle continued.   

Perhaps your tradition is in the way that you 
countdown to Christmas using an Advent 
Calendar?    As a child, I remember being excited 
when it was my turn to open the little window to 
reveal a festive picture.     When we upgraded to 
a calendar with chocolate, we were even more 
excited.      For a long time, we had a family 
tradition of opening 24 little matchbox-size 
containers.      The contents would vary from a 
chocolate to a little toy or novelty.   One year, the 
boxes contained a piece of a jigsaw puzzle each 
day.     The pieces slowly created a seasonal 
picture but also revealed on the back of the 
picture was a clue to a special gift that would be 
given on Christmas Day.    

Of course, the real gift at the heart of Christmas is 
Jesus.     Tradition will have us remember the 
Nativity Story: Mary and Joseph forced to 
Bethlehem where there is no room; the birth of 
the baby who is laid in a manger; the shepherds 
who washed their socks by night; and the three 
kings – two in a taxi and one in a car.       I wonder 
if, because of our love for tradition, that when we 
move from Christmas into the New Year there is a 
temptation to leave Jesus in the manger.    

God who came as a baby, grew, and became the 
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
World.  He was crucified at Calvary for our sake 
and for our salvation because God so loved the 
World.    So perhaps this Christmas, instead of 
looking back we see the Christ of Christmas as the 
beginning of looking forward.    God, through the 
Prophet Isaiah says: ‘Forget the former things; do 
not dwell in the past.   See, I am doing a new 
thing!’     

Have a Reflective Advent, a Merry Christmas, and 
a Happy New Year!   Garry 

 

          Festive Greetings 

Christmas blessings and a happy New Year to all 

friends at U.R.C Over and beyond. Love Eileen 

 

 Wishing everyone a Happy Christmas and a 

peaceful and healthy New Year. Best Wishes John 

Bryan ❑❑❑❑❑❑❑ 

 Christmas Blessings and every good wish for the 

New Year from Ros 



Wishing everyone a Happy Christmas and a 

peaceful New Year from Robert & Sally 

 



Over URC – Café service 
Throughout the last year our monthly café service 
has been meeting on zoom. 
We have enjoyed a wide range of speakers – 
speakers who aren’t all local, with some zooming 
in from across the UK. 
I think that the Rev David Skitt zoomed in from 
the greatest distance. 
We’ve had between 8 and 18 people zooming in 
each month to the café service. 
 

It maybe that some of our congregation and 
friends would like to resume meeting monthly in 
person rather than on zoom. 
 

The face-to-face café services were a mammoth 
undertaking and Ann had an amazing team of 
people to help her make it a success. 
Whoever takes on oversight of a real meet café 
service needs to get help re. Purchasing the food, 
preparing the food, setting up the room, 
organising speakers, arranging lifts, organising 
helpers to register us in, and make drinks etc. 
 

Whilst I am very happy to continue to oversee 
monthly zoom café service meetings - I’m sorry 
but organising face to face meet ups is too big a 
job for me to do alongside the other 
projects/activities I’m currently involved in. 
 

The church needs a team of volunteers to take 
this on including somebody who is prepared to 
oversee the café service. 
 

There are some other options rather than host a 
café service in the lecture room: 
We already have a group of ladies who meet up 
once a month to socialise – this could be 
developed by inviting a speaker to join you every 
month or every other month. 
 

The café service could be scheduled in a morning 
– and coffee and cake served, or in an afternoon 
– tea and cake served – so less catering required. 
 

After some discussion amongst the elders please 
can folk consider what they would like to do with 
the café services, moving forward - and are there 
volunteers who are happy to step up to organise 
and help with the café services. 
There will be no zoom café services in December 
and January – if the congregation are happy to 

 

continue on zoom then I’ll try and get a Speaker 
for February 2022. 
I’ve found the monthly zoom services inspiring 
and my thanks go to David Stewart, Rev David 
Spence, Rev Garry Wareham, Rev David 
Lawrence, Rev Nigel Wright, Rev David Skitt, 
David James and Rev Jennie Wakefield for leading 
our zoom services this year. 
My grateful thanks also to Stephanie Smith for 
her invaluable help and back up when the 
technology has a tantrum! 
Simone Burrows                                 
 
   ****************************************** 

                  CHRISTMAS QUIZ 

          WHERE IN THE BRITISH ISLES 
This quiz is just for fun to get those brain cells 

thinking, all are towns or Cities anybody has a 

problem you can always contact Robert or Sally 

on 01606-557631 have fun! The answers will be 

in the next Overview. Many thanks to Mrs Jane 

Peck who is a parishioner of St. Chad’s for this 

quiz. 

1 Chef Advice (8) 

2 A chocolate bar without for instance (4) 

3 Tying meat  (10) 

4 A real coin unearthed an hour from 

Belfast (9) 

5 On location with Michael and Kirk (7) 

6 Join To the next one (7) 

7 Centre of the candle (4) 

8 Stroll on the edge (9) 

9 Mother’s garden entrance (7) 

10 Religious skull (9) 

11 Sounds like a modern fort (9) 

12 Small rodent’s opening (9) 

13 Look for a bargain (4) 

14 Gets a Mondeo in a raffle (8)  

15 After a hundred years find the Archers at 

home (9) 

16 Nice place for a tea party (6) 

17 Ship’ Men (5) 

18 Where snooker players have a drink (7,3) 

19 Noah’s home rebuilt (6) 

20 Sister is the victim of cannibals (8) 

21 Throw gin around by the sea (8) 

 



FROM THE SECRETARY 
At the time of writing this COP 26 has just 
finished.  The churches and other bodies have 
reacted saying that the measures reached are not 
sufficient to reduce emissions to the levels 
required. We pray that leaders will return home 
committed to reducing emissions to the level 
scientists tell us need to be achieved. However, 
while governments take time to implement these 
decisions what do we as individuals do? We may 
not have the resources to go and buy an electric 
or hybrid car, install an air source or ground 
source heat pump in our homes etc so what 
exactly can we do now? 
 
For some time, there have been the 3Rs for 
handling waste: reduce, reuse, and recycle. This 
has over time now expanded to 7, 8 or 10 Rs 
depending on which source of information you 
use. They include refuse, rethink, reduce, reuse/ 
repurpose, repair, rot, recycle.  
 
Refusing waste includes asking questions such as 
do I really need this product? Can I buy an 
alternative which has less packaging? Do I need 
to buy 2 (eg cakes) or will one do?  Can I make do 
with something I already have rather than buying 
new? Refuse to take steps which generate more 
waste. It’s all about changing our attitudes to 
shopping, what we have and what we do and 
choosing a more sustainable alternative e.g., 
using cleaning products that are less harmful to 
the planet or purchasing something which is local 
and has not travelled miles across the globe. 
Think, do I need to make that car journey today 
or can I combine it with another tomorrow and 
use the car less? 
 
Hopefully we all use the recycling bins which the 
Council collect. It is worth checking on the 
Cheshire West and Chester website occasionally 
to remind yourself what can be recycled rather 
than drop something into the waste because we 
are not sure. But there are also many recycling 
opportunities which can be utilised in addition to 
the council scheme.  
 
A number of clothing outlets are introducing 
sustainable materials and making more effort to 
produce clothes in a manner sympathetic to the 
environment. M&S operate a “Shwopping” 
scheme: take an old and now unwanted garment, 

shoes, or accessories with you (even if it’s not 
from M&S) and drop it in the box, usually near 
the till, next time you go to buy something new. 
All clothing goes to Oxfam, and they will either 
resell it in one of their shops or on the Oxfam 
Online Shop, sell it to be reused in different 
countries around the world, or recycle the fibres 
to make new material. Absolutely nothing goes to 
landfill and Oxfam will use the money to fund 
vital projects around the world. 
 
H&M stores have a strong sustainability policy 
and have a shop in Northwich. Their website 
includes tips on how to repair and make your 
clothes last longer. They also offer a recycling 
scheme for members.  
 
Clothing, shoes, accessories, and textiles can be 
bagged up and taken to the Salvation Army 
collection points around the town which include 
the green bin in their car park in Weaver Street, 
Morrison’s car park and the local coop on 
Wharton Road. 
 
Morrison’s has a number of recycling bins for 
clothes and shoes in the car park. You can choose 
which charity you want to support.  
 
Check out the local supermarkets when you are 
shopping and see what bins they have. For 
instance, Morrison’s has, inside the shop, bins for 
used disposable face masks, plastic bags and 
batteries, as well as offering a library for recycling 
both adult and children’s books.   
In Winsford Asda and the local Co-op on Wharton 
Road both operate recycling schemes for soft 
plastic, e.g., bread bags, plastic carrier bags, 
produce bags, film, crisp packets etc but please 
check the supermarket’s website or read the bin 
before you leave your recycling as there are 
differences between the schemes operated by 
the various supermarkets. If you are recycling 
food packaging please also wash/clean the plastic 
before placing it in the bins. The local Tesco on 
Delamere Street, Aldi in the town centre and 
Wickes also have collection points for recycling 
used batteries. 
 
The Terracycle website includes details of lots of 
interesting recycling schemes for a variety of 
products and packaging. The website explains 
how the waste materials are recycled 

 



 Just looking through the website it’s amazing 
how many different schemes are now in 
operation. For instance, dental care products and 
accessories can be delivered to the Care UK shop 
in Chesterway, Northwich and Tarporley Primary 
School. Schemes accept any brand of toothbrush 
and its packaging, mouthwash bottles, toothpaste 
tubes, floss containers and packaging etc.  
 
The Old Fire Station Chocolate Shop in Tarporley 
accepts any chocolate and sweet bags and multi 
bags as well as wrappers from individual bars.  
 
Air, home, and laundry care products can be 
recycled to a private address in Northwich.  
Ryman’s in Leicester Street, Northwich (and other 
locations) accept any brand of pen, marker pen, 
highlighter, and correction fluid pot (not wooden 
pencils).  
 
Gillette operates a recycling scheme for razors 
and razor blades (any brand). Just send for a 
recycling envelope from the Gillette website. You 
can have up to four envelopes per year and they 
hold up to 16 razors. The return postage is 
prepaid.   
 
These are just a few of the examples of recycling 
schemes which operate and help to reduce waste 
and the need for raw materials.  There are plenty 
more on the Terracycle website 
https://www.terracycle.com/en-GB/ 
 

 

 
The afternoon tea group who usually meet once a 
month at Tarporley Garden centre had their 
Christmas lunch at the Blue Cap in Sandiway. 
Thank you, Stephanie, for providing the photos. 

 
 If you are travelling to drop off some waste, you 
might want to ring the outlet to make sure it is 
still participating in the scheme. It’s all about 
changing the way we do things and making a bit 
more effort to think about how we can help to 
reduce emissions. 
 
Writing in the URC Daily Devotions, at the end of 
the COP 26 (12th November 2021), Roo Stewart 
commented “As we learn how to live with a 
changing climate, and appeal again for the entire 
world to take seriously the devastating impact of 
humanity’s inhumanity on our planet, we will 
need to be courageous. Courageous in the face of 
the unexpected, as well as the coming hardship 
that is almost inevitable. Courageous when 
confronting those who are slow to change their 
ways. Exercising courage will surely be a beautiful 
gift to our world.” 
https://devotions.urc.org.uk/todays-daily-
devotion/ 
 
Finally, think about the waste that is generated 
by Christmas. Buy only wrapping paper which can 
be recycled. Look for special Christmas card 
recycling bins which appear in the shops after 
Christmas and if you have a real Christmas tree 
dispose of it in an environmentally sensitive 
manner. Wishing you all a blessed and happy 
Christmas, 
Ros Ellison 
 

 
 

 
 


 



SYNOD REPORT – October 2021 
Mersey Synod met for the first time in a hybrid 
form, with some people joining via Zoom and 
others attending in person. All previous meetings 
during the pandemic had taken place on Zoom. It 
was also the first Synod meeting which the new 
Moderator Rev Geoff Felton had attended. 
During the meeting we were informed that 
Minshull Church had decided to close at the end 
of November. Synod members were asked to 
pray for the church and the people who worship 
there, and I would encourage our congregation to 
also support our friends at Minshull through 
prayer.  
 
In 2022 the URC will be celebrating 50 years of 
being a church. We heard about the early 
discussions between the different churches prior 
to their joining to form the URC. The context of 
those discussions was very different to the 
situation in which we now find ourselves. The 
early vision of a united church has not really 
come about and overall, the URC is now a much 
smaller church than it was in 1972. To mark the 
celebrations Synod encouraged local churches to 
look at what they have achieved and what has 
happened in their areas in this time but also to 
look to the future and think about what kind of 
church God is calling us to be going forward. 
What does God want His church at Over URC to 
be focussing on? This dovetails well with the work 
which the Elders have been doing with a small 
number of Synod staff under the banner of 
“Navigating the Unknown”.   
 
The book of Reports for the Synod meeting 
included a number of General Assembly 
resolutions which affect local churches. Probably 
the most important relate to Elders promises and 
safeguarding and embed Safeguarding into the 
structure and rules of the URC. The resolutions 
are summarised below: 
 

1. Elders promises 
The resolution adds another promise for Elders at 
Ordination and Induction  
Q: Do you promise as an Elder of the United 
Reformed Church to seek its well-being, unity and 
peace, to cherish love towards all other churches 
and to endeavour always so far as you are able to 
build up the one holy, catholic and apostolic 
church? 

A: By the grace of God I do, and all these things I 
profess and promise in the power of the Holy 
Spirit.  
 
This proposed wording was presented to Elders 
and subsequently discussed at the Church 
Meeting in November 2019 when agreement was 
given. This promise does not have to be made by 
non-serving Elders but will be used at the re-
dedication of Elders.  
 
2. Safeguarding 
There were a number of resolutions relating to 
Safeguarding including- 

• The approval of the Safeguarding Training 
Framework. 

• An instruction to Synods to oversee the 
implementation of the framework. 

• Approval of a matrix explaining which 
roles in the church require what level of 
mandatory training.  

 
In addition, information explaining which roles in 
church require CRB/DBS checks was also 
approved. 
 
At Over, all Elders have completed both basic, 
and intermediate Safeguarding training as well as 
some Trustee Safeguarding Training. A small 
number of other people have also undertaken the 
Basic training. More training is offered by Synod if 
people wish to participate.  
 
The Synod Safeguarding Officer, Julie Rafferty 
expressed thanks to all those who have 
completed training in recent months and once 
again emphasised the importance of training for 
everyone.  
 
3. Digital Worship and Meetings 
General Assembly resolved to create the position 
of a Minister for Digital Worship for an ordained 
minister and to fund appropriate administrative 
and digital editing support. The Secretariat was 
also instructed to explore ways to develop a 
hybrid church. 
 
A resolution was passed instructing all General 
Assembly Committees to have at least one 
meeting per year wholly on-line.  
 
 

 



In addition, all Committees and Task Groups were 
requested to provide the ability for people to join 
on-line, with 50% of the meetings taking place 
outside of normal working hours. 
Synods and local churches were similarly 
encouraged to provide the ability for people to 
join meetings online with 50% of the meetings 
taking place outside of normal working hours. 
(The Mersey Synod meeting in October did just 
that and was the first Synod to do so.) 
 
A new digital charter and updated social media 
guidelines were approved for all engaged in 
websites and social media. 
 
4. Church Life Review 
The pandemic has highlighted strengths and 
weaknesses in the URC including problems with 
the ministers’ pension fund and vacancies on a 
large number of URC Committees and groups. A 
review group has been set up and people 
appointed to it. It is likely that over the next 
couple of years we will hear about changes which 
have resulted from that review.  
 
5. Other Matters 
There were a number of resolutions relating to 
the Israel/Palestine situation, processes for 
becoming a URC Locally Recognised Worship 
Leader or an Assembly Accredited Lay Preacher 
and children’s work which were approved.  
 

 

 JUNE BUDGEN. 
 Many of you may not recognise this lady's name, 
who died last month, because it is some years 
since she sang in the choir, and since her children 
took part in the various productions staged by the 
Church. But she was one of those women who 
worked quietly in the background.  
   Her husband, Hughie had a printing company at 
Wharton and did a good deal of the printing of 
tickets and posters to advertise many of the 
Church productions, but Hughie’s Increasing I'll 
health meant they had to give up the business 
and the Church saw less and less of June, she 
looked after him devotedly until he died a few 
years ago,  
     I really got to know June when I took over 
posting out the church magazine, June would  

always fold and put the magazine and any 
supplements together and put 50 aside for me 
 And in each bag of magazines, she included her 
weekly offering, so even if many in the Church 
had forgotten her, she had not forgotten the 
Church. 
      These words do not adequately sum up the 
life of a woman who was a wife, mother, and 
grandmother, and who is much missed by all who 
loved her. 
   All the good she did on her journey through life 
is known only to God, but I believe she justly 
deserves the words, often spoken at funerals, go 
to thy rest, thy good and faithful servant. 
Ian Mason. 
 
**************************************** 

The Christmas charity the church is 

supporting this year will be the Winsford 
Salvation Army. Money donated will go to help 
them with their work amongst the needy people 
living in Winsford. 

The ‘open plate’ collection, which is any loose 
coins and notes, placed in the collection plate on 
Sunday 12th, 19th December, and Christmas 
morning; I will give to the Salvation Army. 

If you wish, you can put your donation in a plain 
envelope and mark it ‘Christmas Charity,’ then 
put it in the collection plate, I will know that it is 
to go with the charity donations. Please make any 
cheques payable as usual to ‘United Reformed 
Church Over.’ 
Those who use internet banking to pay their 
weekly collections to the church can use that 
facility, if they wish, to donate. Please make the 
‘reference’ part, something like ‘charity 
donation,’ so I know what it is for, when it shows 
up in the church account. 
May I thank you all in advance for your 
generosity. 

Maurice Boughey 

Church Treasurer 
 
Photo  
Tim Mossholder  
Unsplash.com                        

 



     Duty Rota and Diary Dates for 5TH DECEMBER

 
Vestry elder Welcomer/Steward Preacher  

5 Dec 21 Mrs Gwen 
Bushill 

Mrs Lesley Clarke Rev Garry Wareham  
service includes Communion 

12 Dec   Mr Philip 
Burrows 

Mr Len Moss & 
Mrs Barbara Moss 

Nativity & Gift service overseen by Mrs Simone Burrows 
& our uniformed organisations 

19 Dec Mr Maurice 
Boughey 

Mr Ian Mason Lessons & Carols led by Mrs Ruth Hatton & the Elders 

Friday 24 
Dec 

No Christmas Eve Service 

Sat 25 Dec Mrs Simone 
Burrows 

Mr Ian Tabernacle Mr Nic Willis 

Sunday 26 
Dec 

No Service 

2 Jan 2022 Mr Philip 
Burrows 

Ms Moira 
McLachlan 

Rev Garry Wareham  
service includes Communion 

9 Jan Mrs Stephanie 
Smith 

Mrs Jean Challinor Rev Jan Berry 

16 Jan Mr Chris McKie Mrs Lesley Clarke Rev Michael Field 

23 Jan Mrs Ros Ellison Mr Ian Mason Mr Michael Ridley 

 30 Jan  Mrs Gwen 
Bushill 

Mr Len Moss & 
Mrs Barbara Moss 

Rev Dr Nigel Wright 

6 Feb 2022 Mrs Simone 
Burrows 

Mrs Pam Bird  Rev David Hamblin 

 
Covid safe church update: 
It is recommended to continue to maintain some social distancing in the church. 
We should wear a mask as we walk around the church, we CAN sing (but with mask on please.) 

 

Other dates for your diary: 
Chat & Craft: 2pm – 4pm in lecture room  
24th December 2021 
18th January 2022 

                                                                            

 

Verse of the Day                                                                                           photo. Weston McKinnon. Unsplash 
The LORD your God is with you, he is mighty to save. He will take great delight in you, he will quiet you 
with his love, he will rejoice over you with singing. (Zephaniah 3:17) 

https://www.verseoftheday.com/ 
 

    Good Health & Blessings for the New Year  

 
      

        The next Overview will be for February/March out on Sunday 30th January 2022. 

                                          Last day for articles is 23rd January 2022 

                                                                                          
 



 

FOOD DONATIONS 

 

Thank you to all those who continue to leave donations of food in my porch for 

passing on to Winsford Salvation Army; they are extremely grateful for all we 

have been able to donate to them to help the needy families in this area. The 

demand is ever increasing and there will be many people at Christmas who will 

be struggling to feed themselves and their family, so anything you can give will 

be most appreciated.   I would imagine many of us are planning our Christmas 

Food shop, (if we haven’t done already); if you could possibly add an extra item 

to your shopping and leave it with me to be donated to somebody who is not as 

fortunate as we are, it will certainly help.   There are families and individuals 

who will sit down to something like beans on toast or a bowl of soup for their 

Christmas dinner, so just imagine what a tin of vegetables or meat would mean 

to someone like that. I know we are giving gifts at our Gift Service on the 12th 

DECEMBER, but if you could add an item of food or a treat (sweets or biscuits) it 

would help and be really appreciated.  Food suggestions are tins/packets of 

meat, fish, vegetables, fruit, rice pudding, custard, sponge puddings, pasta, rice, 

pasta sauce, tea, coffee, sugar, long life milk, fruit drinks. Soap, shower gels, 

deodorants, toothpaste, and toothbrushes would also be appreciated – as would 

washing up liquid. Donations can be left at church or dropped off at my house. 

Many thanks for your continued help for those in need. 

 

Ruth Hatton 
 


